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Application/Control Number: 10/710,806 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3676 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on August 10, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 6,7,9-13,15, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Pat No 2,219,626 to Johnson. 

Regarding claim 42, Johnson discloses a vehicular door handle assembly 
comprising a primary actuator adapted or capable of being mounted to an exterior 
surface of a vehicle door, wherein the primary actuator has a first user interaction 
portion (the handle 10) for moving the primary actuator between a latched position 
and an opened position, and wherein the vehicle door is opened by a user by moving 
the user interaction portion of the primary actuator between the latched position and 
the opened position. 

The assembly further comprises a secondary actuator operatively associated 
with the primary actuator, wherein the secondary actuator has a second user 
interaction portion (18) for moving the secondary actuator between a secure position, 
wherein movement of the primary actuator from the latched position to the opened 
position is prevented, and a release position, wherein the primary actuator can move 
from the latched position to the opened position. 
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The second user interaction portion is aligned with at least a portion of the first 
user interaction portion so that attempted movement of the primary actuator out of 
the latched position first causes the secondary actuator to be moved from the secure 
position to the release position. 

As to claim 6, Johnson discloses that the assembly further comprises a biasing 
member (23) that biases the secondary actuator to the secure position. 

As to claim 7, Johnson discloses that the biasing member (23) is a leaf spring. 

As to claim 9, Johnson discloses that the assembly further comprises a latch 
receiver (17) adapted to be mounted to the vehicle door adjacent the primary actuator 
such that the latch is partially received by the latch receiver and partially received by 
the primary actuator when the latch is in the active condition. 

As to claim 10, Johnson discloses that the assembly further comprises a biasing 
member (23) that biases the secondary actuator to the secure position and the latch 
to the active condition, and movement of the secondary actuator against the bias of 
the biasing member to the release position withdraws the latch from the latch receiver 
to the inactivate the latch. 

As to claim 11, Johnson discloses that the biasing member (23) biases the 
secondary actuator away from the primary actuator, and the attempted movement of 
the primary actuator out of the latched position causes the secondary actuator to be 
moved against the bias of the biasing member and towards the primary actuator. 

As to claim 12, Johnson discloses that the secondary actuator is pivotally 
mounted to the primary actuator (at 21), and pivotal movement of the secondary 
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actuator relative to the primary actuator translates into linear movement of the latch 
relative to the latch receiver. 

As to claim 13, Johnson illustrates that the latch comprises at least one flange, 
and the secondary actuator comprises a cam in operative communication with the at 
least one flange to effect the linear movement of the latch. 

As to claim 15, Johnson illustrates that the latch (14) comprises at least one 
flange and the secondary actuator (18) comprises at least one arm. During the 
movement of the primary actuator from the secure position to the release position, 
the at least one arm abuts the at least one flange to induce movement of the latch 
out of the latch receiver to the inactive condition. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-5 and 28-41 are allowed. 

5. Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

6. At the instant, Johnson fails to disclose that the cam comprises at least one pair of 
arms that define a groove there between, and the at least one flange is slidingly 
received by the groove (claims 14 and 41); that the primary and secondary actuators 
have a common actuation path so that attempt of the primary actuator out of the latch 
position causes the secondary actuator to move (claim 28) and that the actuation 
path comprises a first portion and a second portion and movement of the actuator 
through the first portion deactivates the latch so that the actuator can move through 
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the second portion to tlie opened position, and wlierein tlie first portion and tlie 
second portion of the actuation path are serially aligned and substantially 
Indistinguishable to a user during attempted movement of the actuator to the opened 
position (claim 35). 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed on August 10, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that new claim 42 is allowed because Johnson '626 fails to 
disclose that the handle is not adapted to be mounted to the exterior surface of a 
vehicle door (Page 13 Line 5). 

At the instant, the claim language just requires that the handle is adapted to or is 
capable of being mounted to the exterior surface of a vehicle door. Johnson 
discloses that the handle may be disposed inside the vehicle (Col. 1 Lines 1-5). In 
other words, the handle could be mounted some place else. The structure described 
by Johnson is capable to be positioned in the exterior surface of the vehicle. There is 
not structure limitation that could prevent one of the ordinary skill in the art to mount 
the handle described by Johnson in an exterior surface of a vehicle door. 

Further, the applicant is reminded that it has been held that the recitation that an 
element is "adapted to" perform a function is not a positive limitation but only requires 
the ability to so perfomi. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. 
Therefore, the argument is not persuasive. 
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As to the arguments with respect to claims 28 and 35, the arguments are 
persuasive; therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn (see allowable subject matter 
section above). 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7058. The examiner can normally be reached on 10-7pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated Information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 
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